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Defining Giant Skull base tumours (GSBT)

ÅArising out of tissues of the skull 
base

ÅImpacting on the skull base from 
adjacent areas

ÅDiameter of at least 40 mm

ÅOnly neoplastic processes 
considered



Challenges in surgical 
management of these tumours
Å Complex access issues

Å Neighbouring anatomy

Å Relative rarity of most lesions

Å Catastrophic complications

Å Knowledge and skill set needed to safely address lesions

Å Extent of resection versus benefit to patient

Å Multiple operations



Peculiarities 
of GSBT in 
the state 
sector

Increasing incidence Late presentation Massive sizes

Poor Karnofsky scores
Compromised key cranial 

nerve function
? Co-ordination with 

ENT/Plastics/ICU/Anaesthesia

Extended theatre time Extended ICU time Training platform issues








